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Best Local Orchestra:
CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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It should come a5 mo surprise that the internatonally bsded C50
topped this category. But what’s impressive was the mnge of votes we
received: fans wiote i about the Momhbrook Symphony (which canse in
second place], the Evanston Symphony, the Lake Forest Symphomy. the
Highlamd Fark Serigm, and even the orchestra i New Trier High
Schiool 50 head desmzown for the CS0 o vou want — but remember
youve g plenty of opions choser o home

Best Chocolatier:
LONG GROVE CONFECTIONERY COQ.
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In 1975, lohn M: ||'I|...I.]I I bought an ald red school howse in Long
Growe and started se ||.||1_.: peanut brintle, :I|.|.:I|.r_|' amdd salt waner rafly
hen e wowed his cartomers wath chocolate covered straswherries
Hiring the comsultant who created the Frango Ming, Long Grove
Confectionery came up with recipes for sweets such a5 the trade-
“We e
top quality chocolate, a blend of milk and dark chocolate created for
.‘i‘J.l'lb:r” 'i..i!. g | |||!!_: '[:r'l::l.'l_' {"l_|r||'1_'|_ -
tiomery also uses whipping cream and butter in its recipes, which

mark .H'g."rt:l.' [pecans smothered 1 caramel and chocolane)
us by Blommers Chocolate,”

cxplains why the chocolate strawberries contnue 1o have such a
luscious reputstion

Best view of the lake:
THE SIGNATURE ROOM AT THE 95TH
(e Hareooae CEWTTR], B75 M. Mhovatam St Crhacans, 31 LTH7.75%

“lt's che perfect place 1o go if you have cut-of-town visitors amd wani
to greag theim to lunch,” wvs reader Hy Speck of Skokie, "On a cdlear day,
vou can go on the obiervabon deck, one floor above the Signanure
Faporm rostaurant, and see almost four states from up there, A lunch is
ot B expenaive, maybe 512 wo $15.71 he dinner s expenmsive, bt whien
i lights go down and the oy comes up, 1% just gongeous,”

Best caterer: CATERING BY MICHAEL'S
IO Pape A, MioRnced Caong, BET 66 -£555

* My hushand broke his shoulder amd was souck i the hoase for three
weeks, soowe had a lor of dme o ear”
Morhbrook, “We ordered juse absait everything: chicken piccata, moast
brisket of beef, fruit pliners, oven-roasted posatoes, You name it, we had it
I recommend the Caesar sabad eo evervone | know™

Ve reader Loix Dolnick of

Best theater concession:
REGAL LINCOLNSHIRE 20 & IMAX THEATER
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“l like their attentson oo wervice, and that the concewion sl i

abways ws cle =1 '\.I'!.-. resder Boody Celess ad Highlisd Park

o] B Bk the mowies ar least once 5 it | don’t do 3 whole meal oF
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Aulp-detailing pachape from Evansion Car Wash: Wy Sletel, Canston
Cury paeit bood Paiar on Chicago Trelley Tsurs Jeanifer Reviy, Livertylle.

anything, bue I like their coffee — the plaim decal of the day, My gorand
chabdren always o for the popearn, which comes in big portons. Mo
real bells and whistles, ie's just good soaff”

: THE DRAKE HOTEL
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Best tea spot
M E, ViagT C

“Chver the Last few years, goigg to The Dirike has become a Chrsomas
rradinion for iy |¢;|:|r'r||_-|:..| and 1.°
“I's comfortable and elegane. Mot snooty ar sl

i PLAL A, 1
i Cathy Chappell of Barrimgton,
Yo are waited on
wath seyle, bast yoai don't hase to dres 0 the nines to go there, The wa i
very authenne. Theres harp ausie and a bag pood of flovwess in the cen-
ter of the room. Oher the yean ve learned you occassonally have o

pamper yoursell. That’s why | have The Diake™

Best Tﬂ'_}r Store: VILLAGE TOY SHOP
B Em BT Wieranea, BA7/M444- T

The Villsge Toy Shop has been in business for more than 50 years,
muking it 2 Winnetka mststution. Mow its getting a doie of new energy

thanks to its new owner, 3-vear-old Elizabeth Berwanger, Hug she
shouldnt have a problem tking over: the store’s owner untl this year
wis her mother, Paricia. And some of the siles saff (the people Elizabetls
and Patricia refier to a6 “our kdies™) have been working at the dhop for 3
years. Whit keeps peophe coming back & the pemsonal ouch,

Mo and dads often call the store with a List-minute cree: they're on
thesr way 1o 3 birtheksy panty for one of their children’s friends, and have no
idea what present 1o buy The staff makes supggestions over the phone, then
has thie gift wr.qq‘u."ﬂ and ready by the tme the panicked panens arrives.

J—




